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MAR - 6 1998

Magalie Roman Salas, Esq.
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 200
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Ex parte notification
. 97-1.5.5 (DA), Petition For Forbearance for Broadband Personal Communications

Services
. WT Docket No. 96-6, Flexible Offering of CMRS (Regulation of Fixed Wireless)
. CC Docket No.96-45 , Universal Service
. Clarijcation of the Commission’s Rules on Interconnection Between LECs and Paging

Carriers (CCBlCPD 97-24) (SWBT Clarification Request)
. Local Competition/Interconnection (CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 9518.5)

Dear Ms. Salas:

On Friday morning, March 6, 1998, Alan Ciamporcero, Chief of Staff, Mark J. Golden, Senior
Vice President, Industry Affairs and Robert L. Hoggarth, Esq., Senior Vice President, Paging &
Narrowband, of the Personal Communications Industry Association (“PCIA”), met with
representatives of the FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Commercial Wireless
Division. Participating in the meeting from the Commission were Steve Weingarten, Jeanine
Poltronieri, Jeff Steinberg, Diane Conley, David Kretch, Pieter van Leeuwen and Ramona
Melson. This meeting was at the request of Wireless Telecommunications Bureau staff to
discuss PCIA’s Agenda For a Wireless America (attached)

In the course these discussions, PCIA explained its position, as set out in written comments, on
promoting competition by: reducing the size of the Universal Service Fund in order to reduce the
burden of contribution and correct misleading economic signals inhibiting the competitiveness of
alternatives to wireline local service; enforcing LEC-CMRS interconnection obligations; PCIA’s
pending Petition for Forbearance from mandatory resale, TOCSIA, Section 2 14 tariff
notifications, and Sections 201/202; and new technology applications and the treatments of
services as mobile.
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Pursuant to 6 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules, two copies of this letter are hereby filed with
the Secretary’s office and a copy of this tiling is being sent today to the FCC staff members
present during the meeting.

Kindly refer questions in connection with this matter to me at 703-739-0300.

Sincerely yours,,

&
Mark J. Golden, CAE
Senior Vice President, Industry Affairs

cc: Steve Weingarten
Jeanine Poltronieri
Jeff Steinberg
Diane Conley
Pieter van Leeuwen
David Kretch
Ramona Melson
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Jeff Cohen (703) 739-0300 ext. 3009; PCS# (703) 585-9380

E-Mail: cohenj@pcia.com

PCIA Unveils “Agenda for a Wireless America”
- Six-Point Plan Would Lead to Direct Competition with Wireline Local Loop -

Alexandria, Va., Feb. lo,1998  - Saying the wireless telecommunications industry is the only viable
choice for real competition to traditional wireline telephony, Personal Communications Industry
Association (PCIA) President Jay Kitchen today unveiled a six-point “Agenda for a Wireless America,”
designed to make direct competition a reality.

“Local telephony competition is in trouble,” Kitchen said. “Across the country, decision-makers and
consumers are becoming increasingly frustrated with the slow pace of developing alternatives to the
incumbent local service providers.

“Why is competition in trouble? Because it is extremely expensive to build redundant wireline
networks, and in many areas the current wireline service already is priced at or below cost.

“Wirerme telephony simply cannot offer real competition outside of urban areas. But wireless can,
and with some assistance Corn lawmakers and regulators, wireless will be the alternative to the wireline
local loop.”

PCIA’s Agenda for a Wireless America is composed of six key points -- all of which, according to
Kitchen, must be accounted for by lawmakers and regulators to ensure local competition flourishes:

. eless Tax Reform

“Washington and state and local governments across the country have targeted wireless as a major
revenue source with overly burdensome, and in many cases unjust, taxation. That’s wrong.

“We believe the direct taxes and indirect public policy assessments that already exist add somewhere
between 40 and 50 percent to consumer costs, and everyday new taxes are proposed that will further
hinder our competitive ability.

“We are conducting research on the corrosive effects on competition of these assessments. PCIA will
vigilantly fight to ensure that the wireless industry and our customers do not shoulder excessive tax
burdens imposed by cash-starved bureaucracies.”

(more)
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Fair Interconnection

“The cornerstone of competition is true and fair interconnection agreements for all CMRS
providers, PCIA will be there every step of the way to fight for strong federal oversight of
interconnection to ensure that competition thrives.”

J rnfsstructurem ent

“The wireless industry must be diligent in finding win-win solutions to develop the
infrastructure needed to provide ubiquitous nation-wide coverage.

“Localities have legitimate rights to expect that inf?astructure development occurs in a
reasonable manner. PCIA is leading the industry by providing innovative solutions, lie the Site
Search Clearinghouse, to protect both local concerns and wireless’ i&astructure needs.

“The wireless industry wants to he, and we want local govemments  and current and
potential customers to view us as, good corporate citizens. We will continue to communicate
that message to Congress, the FCC and local decision-makers everywhere as we seek to protect
the common-ground that was struck in the Telecom Act on this issue.”

SDectrum Pbning

“An essential element of being the viable alternative to wireline is to ensure that in ten or
20 years wireless can provide, at a minimum, the same services as wireline  -- including high-
speed data and Internet access, full motion video and more.

“To do that, PCIA is leading the charge for rational spectrum planning at the FCC, in
Congress and at WRC ‘99. We must prepare now to ensure that third generation, and then fourth
generation technologies, can be delivered to market without delays.”

network Coordination

- “There are many issues that must be resolved to ensure interoperability of networks. A
prime example of this is numbering.

“Several areas around the country are facing number exhaust. We are working to resolve
each of the issues -- rate center consolidation, area code overlays, portability and pooling --
related to this critical problem in a comprehensive manner.”

(more)
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Foster International Opportunities

“The wireless industry will become even healthier and stronger if we can take advantage
of new trade opportunities as countries around the world modernize their telecommunications
infrastructure, and in some cases, simply leap-frog wireline altogether. -

“To make that happen, we need to make certain of two things: First, we need to continue
to develop partnerships with business and government leaders around the world. In this regard,
PCIA’s international shows are paramount to creating bridges to the international marketplace
for the U.S. wireless industry.

“Second, American trade agreements must have conditions that are favorable to the
export of our advanced technologies. PCIA will be working with Congress as it considers trade
legislation and fast-track authority.

“PCIA encourages everyone in the wireless industry to join us in promoting the Agenda
for a Wireless America. If we are united in working toward these goals, wireless will become the
real competitor to the wireline  local loop.”

-- 30 --
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PCIA Outlines Agenda
UST;j Buildouts Top Lobbying List

&HINGTON-Having
.expanded  its lobbying oper-
ation in recent months, the
Personal Communications

Industry Association last week re-
leased its “Agenda for Wireless
America,” the objectives its lobbying
should accomplish.

The move couldn’t come at a better
time. PCIA aims to challenge what it
calls unfunded federal mandates. Last
week FCC Chairman Bill Kennard
said he thinks the federal universal
service fund should grow larger. Yet
one state, Missouri, created its own
USE Universal service is a particular
thorn in the side of PCIA’s  paging car-
rier members, requiring them to con-
tribute but denying them its subsidies.

The PCIA  agenda also seeks to pro-
continued on page 8

PCIA released its new lobbying campaign,
“Agenda for a Wireless America.”

Copyright 1998 Wireless Week. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission.
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PCIA Mom R-N,  and kzcr IkFazia. New York’s overlay plan. FCIA Enforwmcat Act, which has an
-page1 D-ore.. hava  signad the palilion. havingpsnnad-splrn Oct0bcr compliance deulIInc

motenctwaktGlduuts.OnCapi- -TheagaldaakQwanlstindus- forr~ovwIaylhe and p~~idcs no reimbsemcm

toi Hill. anli-lowU  kgislalcSs  are uy plwascd  from  anti-wireless week before for th0 c0mpliance cotts  of
circulating a petition lo haIt IXC soiuli0nst0ph0ncnumkscuri- Of any of the unfunded man- PCS. The CALEA  compIInnce
proceedings that would restrict ty, schemes such as new “ovcr- dates on the personal communi- standard was only eslablished
local tower-siting pnvas.  At kast hy”UeaC4ldL?S.LllSlVit&WiP cations services industry, the late last year.  and the FBI till
six congmsmcn,  including Rep. less memhcrs of a numbzring most pressing may be the Com- wysi10ffusl00fewnc9/wire-
Bob Goodlatle,  R-Va., Jim advisory committee questioned munications Assis(ance  lo Law ClAMPORQRO tapping functions.

The huredu  wants 1 I addition-
al and cwtly functions added
and. in a Feb. 9 letter  to PCIA,
Stm~MleOflhCDepm-
IWll0fJUlk!0IUUkSSlhCiadliS-
try had looked to for help,
backed  lhi bureau’s  view. Of the
11 item&  no more than two are
outsi&lhetcopeofCALEAmd
the mst ara legitimate, said Col-
gate. assistant attorney general
for administration.

Kitchen said he wards an out-
side lawyes’s  opinion. Although
he met with FBI Director Louis
.Freeh. Kitchen said lherc’s  “a
101 of unfinished business” re-
garding CALEA. including
how the paging industry would
comply.

TobefupitsIobb$ng,PCIA
l&t yw rllofrted WO.ooO.
nbr#clhmlOpucallofmemkr
due&MdaignuiwIiJlh
Jleqwd@localconsulmuls.
incIudlrlgfanlarC
hdtFbhkIt*dancw
podlIon, senior vice pJ-&dcnl
f-nf~rffsirrmdhimd
lhcfommcbjcfpcclowyisl
forPacifI0Ibksi&Alarlcimn-
pacaaBombe~-w.
lhCglWpIUSbCCllCBiIlRg0Il
CdXtjp!Smml~worltinglO
f0lmaIkces.

Tbia month, the 1996Tekcom-
municatkms  Act celebrated its
saanldaMivusary,buIlheFcc
ahonlkd  that PCS repWenl0d
insx&&nlWC0mp&00fOr
BcIlSouth  lo enter the hmgdis-
twcebusineg.ciampacarP
diudFcswon’l%thoFccl
excuse far granting” longdis-
-UlaYlomYBellTY
for at lust thns  years. Build@.
outhis,KMenuidthcFCIA’s
wim&ssagdacouMEpead~
paccatwhichFCSorwirekss
loal loop  service become true
bcal  compdon.  For this to
happen, Kitchen coalioucd, lhe
FCC must enforce its existing
wifekss  intuwnnccdon  rules.
which have  been upheld  on aP
peal,  and 3xs.w-i FCC prc-cmi-
ncncc in mgulaling  WI-L. rather
than  let it fall into the domain  of
sms. As a result of a 1993 law.
“be FCX has  clear authority over
winkss,“Ciampotccro  said.

73~ universal service subsidy
syslanheaddcd.coukiaJsoboosl
WLL’s prospects-if basic phone
suviczwerepul0ultobid.  cl
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m New wireless agenda

PCIA underscores need to make wireless competitive
BY DEBRA WAYNE

-

WASHINGTON-The Personal
Communications Industry Associ-
ation launched its “Agenda for a
Wireless America” aimed at urging
regulators and legislators at the lo-
cal, county, state and federal kvds
to focus their efforts on smoothing
the industry’s path toward full
competition.

The program, unveikd  Feb. io by
PCIA President Jay Kitchen, is
basedonsixpltltsthttrleedtobc
addmsedbylawmakastoenstife
that wireless communi&ions
ntovu  forward as a viable alrema-
tivr to traditional wirehne  sesvkea
‘Loaf telephony competition is in
trouble,” he said.%uoss  the coun-
try, decision makers and con-
sumers are becoming increasingly
fiustratcd  with the slow pace of
developing alternatives to the in-
cumbent local setice providers.
why is competition in trouble? Be-
ause  it is extremely apensive  to
buildredwtdantwirehnenetworks
indinnunyarea%thecmrent
wkdine  setvice already is priced at
or bdow cost.=

PaA comatds  that  WiteIitle op-
ctators  will continw  to amcm-

trate  on saving urban areas rather
than footing the biivzn with
universal-service subsidies-to
build out into unserved or under-
served are- areas that could be
operated easily by a wireless local

tion. infrastructure dcyelopment.
long-term spectrum planning,
nenmrk coordination and inter-
national opportunities-were de-
velopcd  beaux  ‘rhe industry is at
a crossroads:’ according to
Kitchen, and issues need to be de-
cided as a group.  Also. the industry
now is ready to make a commit-
man to building out a truly wire-
less haia,  and PCIA itself plans
to pkdge  manpower to accom-
plish the agemUs  go& indodittg
hiring a “wcU-known” ecmomid
toproduceawhitepaperonwim-
ksstaxisuesschedukdto~
on or about April 15.

RegardingthattaxrelXKitdxst
explaiied that universal sa%ce
and other fees arc hampering
competition, and that Washing-
ton, D.C.  and the states “have tar-
geted wireless with overly burden-
some assessments that an add 40
to 5fJ percent to consumer costs.
We are conducting research on the
coHosk  impact of this?  Kitchen
pointed to IecMt  dcvtbpmts in
siigapore.  witere  the govvmmmt
haskssaxdtlKmhmcknon
eekssatrkls inotdertoalbw
than to b&J out their neMxk5.
Onlyaftertheyareupandnmning

would they be subject to new regu-
latory  fees.

Kitchen wants relieft?om univer-
sal-service fees, and he fears that if
more responsibility for that fund is
shifted to the federal government
from the staw fees will rise.

Intuwnacction polii  dso must
be mamped,  Kitchat  said. be-
ause “true and fair* intetconnec-
tion is%c cornastone of compe
tition.“EvaIthougbtbePcctit-
ad its rec+mf compensation
pdion last L)uemba, thus giv-
ingrbooattowi&ssartiersthat
ateh#ingtmbkwithloalac-
dmagearrkmonthstcowthe
inueainranains tobcsohdin
manyult&clA&oplanstoask
thCFCCtOOt5titcdiOrityo\~
thepficblgofwIl.

WVve  only seat the tip of the
iceberg on what needs to be
dunged  about interconnections
commented Alan Ciamporcerq
PCM  senior vice president of
govanmm  rdstions.~As  sockty
andtc&n&gy&aoga,itwill
ausclippksinbow~
ssdvareald~worIrW
wanttormksuredKf(X3rin-
tetwmah&akmg-tampti-
or&y.=

There Prc win/win solutions IO
be had in the infrastructure-devel-
opment arena, and PClA’s site
search clearinghouse has been
working with local governments to
make sure their needs and those of
the industry can be met “in a rea-
sonable manner.~  Network coordi-
nation, a related issue. still has
many hurdles to overcome, ape-
cially regarding interoperability.
Numbaing  is one such issue, and
PUAsaiditisworkingonplans
that inchde ‘pding, pmtabiIity
mdcockovcrkyr.

Totcachthegoalofparitywith
wirdiie networks in 10 or 20
ycuh long-term spectmm plan-
ning that ilKludes high-speed da-
u Internet access, full-motion
videoandothaenhuKedsen+xs
k necessary to move forward in a
cjompetitive atmosphere, fitchen
said. “To do that, PCIA is leading
the charge for rational spectrum
planningatthePCCinCon~
atWRC’99:henddedWemust
pleparcnowtoemurcthatthird-
gwntion,andthatfourth-gar-
uation~anbeddiv-
adtothematketwitbout~

FhvqtecJAwanatheindurtry
topsmnotc-in~
opportunities in order to leapfrog
wisdinc tcchnoIogy  in anaging
and transitional count&.  we
needtocontinuetodevdoppprt-
nedtips, and American trade
tgecnm~mustbe~abkto
thca&h?rtofhi#ltedLPcLtwill
be wmkkg with Gmgres  as it
considastradekgislationand~-
back  authority.” In addition, U.S.
arrkt$  especiauy those offering
pasoluI  wmmuniations servias
needtotbinkaboutgettinginsync
withtherestoftheworldtomakc
tbisaVpectofwirdessbulyglobal.

WtareamdoustoseetbeMn-ld
Tndc Organkation  agnxmenta  go
into diea to foster majomy own-
ashipof communiations  cornpa-
nks in foteign  counhia’ Kitchen
said.%knayre  (Tkchnologies Ix]
opened offices in siigapm just to
conccnttate  on that areS

Beside’s PclA’s  own mcmber-
ship, which Kitchen said will be
‘vocal” Kitchen hopes manufac-
turers, government players and
otha trade organiudo~~~  will buy
into the effort to promote the
agenda.

‘FCLt enwunges  cvet-yone i n
the wimlcss  indust?  to join us in
promoting the Agenda for a Wire-
less America,” he concluded.‘lf  we
are united in working toward
these goals, wireless will become
the real competitor to the wircline
local loop.-

loop provider.
‘Weca&lookat&uesonacase-

by-as k&s  anymorc~ Kitchen
said%isknotrsimpkpmposi-
ti~itisabng-tem3campaignto
InakethewimIasbaIbopas
commmastbcatlbalskdinfn-
sllucua of today”

PuA!ssiltalkingpoinuiwirr-
kss tax refomt,  hir interconncc-

Copied with permission from RCR February 16, 1998


